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IPOD HAS LITTLE TO FEAR FROM SONY'S ROLLY 

MIKE WENDLAND 
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER 

I think it's fair to state that there's a serious leadership problem at Sony. At the huge CEATEC 2007 electronics show held recently in Japan, the company's new robotic music player called the Rolly was being touted as major competition for the iPod.

The Rolly's main claim to uniqueness is that it ... uh ... dances. 

Really. 

It does a sort of "Transformers" act, with blinking neon lights and extending miniature arms that flap around as the egg-shaped, palm-size gadget spins and gyrates. 

It must be a turkey egg. You have to see it to believe it. 

The unit comes with 1 GB of flash memory and a capacity of about 600 MP3 songs. 

Right now, it's available only in Japan at a price that works out to about $350. 

What's most amazing about this is that Sony has spent a fortune marketing and hyping the Rolly. Apparently, the company really thinks this useless gadget will be a success. 

Then again, Sony has been out of touch with consumers since the days of the original Walkman. 

Remember the now-defunct Aibo robotic dog Sony introduced a few years ago. That one was such a flop it was put to sleep and discontinued. 

I'm betting the Rolly will never hatch and will soon join the Aibo in high-tech hell. 

Ready for holiday duty: Seiko's new label printer 

One of the biggest printing hassles in the world is doing address labels, envelopes and the like. That's why a label printer is a useful gadget. Just in time for those Christmas card lists, Seiko has come out with its new Smart Label Writer 450. 

A label printer is far from a necessity. But if you do a lot of shipping or use address labels for your mail or have a need for name tags and the like, a stand-alone label printer sure can be handy. And with Christmas card season coming, a good label printer can be a real time saver. 

That's what the Seiko Smart Label Printer 450 does. Priced at about $130 or so online, it is Seiko's fastest printer to date, spitting out labels at about 1 second each. It uses direct thermal technology, meaning there's no need for printer cartridges, ink or toner. And it prints a respectable 300 dpi. 

My biggest disappointment is that this gizmo prints only in black and white. It hooks up to the USB port of your computer. Setup takes about 5 minutes, and it's easy to use. You don't even need to consult the instructions. 

It does name tags and business-card labels, and it works with both Macs and PCs. 

